Cholelithiasis following peptic ulcer surgery: a prospective controlled study.
An association between gastric surgery and gallstones has been suggested but conflicting conclusions are found in the literature. A prospective study of 118 patients with proved duodenal ulcer disease has been undertaken to determine the true incidence of gallbladder disease. Sixty-one patients undergoing surgery and 57 patients treated medically were matched for age, sex and weight. All patients had oral cholecystography at entry into the study and at 18 months and 109 were reviewed radiologically at 3 years. Three patients in the surgical group developed asymptomatic gallstones whereas none were detected in the medical group. This gives an incidence of gallstones of 4.9 per cent 3 years after gastric surgery. These findings are discussed.